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Dr. Dustin Lange, New Post-doctoral Fellow is 
Featured on CINCCH Homepage 
 

LEADERSHIP 

Dustin D. Lange, of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Ph.D., M.S. is our (UIUC). While there, he co-wrote the  
most recent post- book Camo to Career: The Veteran’s  
doctoral fellow at the Guide to Career Success, which is an 
Center of Innovation essential guide written exclusively for 
for Complex Chronic recently separated service members 
Healthcare going to college looking to launch a 
(CINCCH) at Ed- successful career. 

Dr.  Dustin  Lange   ward Hines Jr. VA  
Hospital. Dr. Lange, As a doctoral candidate at UIUC, 

a Veteran, conducts research related Dustin was the lead author on 2 peer-
to implementation and dissemination reviewed articles and numerous poster 
of evidence-based and translational presentations, a 2013 recipient of the 
practices in the use of complemen- Robert P. Larsen grant for research in 
tary and alternative medicine for Career Development, a 2010 James 
managing the symptoms of complex Scholar Faculty/Staff Award recipient, 
chronic illnesses and disabilities.  and named to the List of Teachers 
 

 

 
  

ranked Excellent by Their Students for 
Prior to his post-doctoral training, 15 semesters. Dr. Lange received sev-
Dr. Lange assisted in the implemen- eral military awards during his 8 year 
tation of academic and career ser- stint on active duty in the United 
vices at the newly built Chez Family States Marine Corps. We are pleased 
Center for Wounded Veterans in  to have Dustin as an investigator in 
Higher Education at the University our Center. 

 

Dr. Carol Kostovich Participates in 
Leadership Conference 

LEADERSHIP  

Dr. Carol Kostovich potentially contribute to the science 
was selected to partici- of simulation. Beside being a great 
pate in the National honor, this provides Dr. Kostovich 
League for Nursing with the opportunity to work on a 
(NLN) Simulation multi-site research team, expanding 

Dr.  Kostovich  
Program for 2016.  her research experience.  She has 
This was a competitive attended two meetings, with the first 

application process in which only 20 at the NLN Leadership Conference 
registered nurses from across the in Atlanta in February. The second 
United States and Canada were se- meeting was a retreat held in Wash-
lected to participate. One of the goals  ington, DC the week of June 5-9, 
of this program is to collaborate with  2016. Dr. Kostovich looks forward 
colleagues from across the country to the opportunity to work with this 
on the development and implementa- impressive group of nurses.  
tion of a multi-site research study to 



Dr. Kevin Stroupe Publishes Article on Veterans’ 
Pharmacy and HealthCare Utilization following Implementation of 
Medicare Part D Pharmacy Benefit 

PROJECT IMPACTS  

Stroupe KT, Bailey L, Gellad WF, Suda K, Huo Z, Martinez R, Burk M, Cunningham F, 
Smith BM. Veterans' Pharmacy and Health Care Utilization Following Implementation 
of the Medicare Part D Pharmacy Benefit. Med Care Res Rev. 2016 Apr 17. pii: 
1077558716643887. [Epub ahead of print]  
The Medicare Part D pharmacy benefit may increase Veterans’ options for obtaining medica-
tions (e.g., by making it easier for them to obtain prescription medications not on VA’s formu-

Dr.  K.  Stroupe  lary). However, availability of Part D may be one factor that contributes to increasing the 
complexity of Veterans’ medication management.  Investigators examined associations be-

tween enrollment in Medicare Part D pharmacy benefits and changes in medication acquisition from Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA) pharmacies. All women and a random 10% sample of men who were VA en-
rollees, >65 years old as of January 1, 2004, and alive through December 2007 were included in the sample. 
Difference-in-differences models with propensity score weighting were used to examine changes in medica-
tion acquisition between 2005 (before Part D was implemented) and 2007 (after Part D implementation) for 
Veterans who were or were not Part D enrolled. Of 231,716 Veterans meeting inclusion criteria, 49,881 
(21.5%) were enrolled. While 30-day medication supplies decreased from 26.2 to 23.4 for enrolled Veterans, 
they increased from 36.6 to 37.4 for non-enrolled Veterans (difference-in-difference: -4.0, p<0.001). Reduc-
tions in 30-day supplies were greater among Veterans who were required to pay VA copayments for some or 
all medications and who used VA and Medicare outpatient services. 

Dr. Beverley Gonzalez Joins CINCCH 

as an Investigator/Biostatistician  


                 LEADERSHIP  

Beverly Gonzalez received her PhD from Arizona State University in 2015.  She joined the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Center of Innovation for Complex Chronic Healthcare 
(CINCCH) as a Mathematical Statistician earlier this year.  
Her dissertation work focused on mixing Mathematical models and Statistical models via SIR 
models developed from data on Leishmaniasis in Bihar, India. While working on her disserta-
tion, Beverly served as a Biostatistician at the Clinical Research Office (CRO) at Loyola Uni-
versity Chicago where she worked as a statistical consultant to principal investigators, resi-

Dr.  Gonzalez  dents, and medical students. She has also served as a Biostatistician in the Epidemiology De-
partment at Johns Hopkins University focusing on Prostate Cancer research. Beverly has 

taught Biostatistics courses to MPH students at Brown University as a graduate student, and has taught Eco-
nomic Statistic courses to undergraduates at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  
Beverly’s current and future research interests include mathematical and statistical modeling and inference 
for various public health and medical issues with applications to cancer, pediatric research, epidemiology, and 
health servPage 2 ices research. As the primary Biostatistician for CINCCH, Beverly consults with and provides sta

CINCCH NEWSBRIEF
-
 

tistical support for CINCCH researchers with funded grants and for those developing research proposals. 



Dr. Charlesnika Evans Leads Local Team as Part of  
a New QUERI Program  NEW PROGRAM 

Dr. Charlesnika Evans will lead a local team of CINCCH investigators and  study staff as part of the new Qual-
ity Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI) program called CARRIAGE (Combating Antimicrobial Re-
sistance through Rapid Implementation of Available Guidelines and Evidence) (Program Directors: Michael 
Rubin, MD (Salt Lake City), Charlesnika Evans (Hines), Eli Perencevich (Iowa City). This new QUERI pro-
gram provides 5-years of funding and includes projects focused on addressing antimicrobial resistance by us-
ing evidence-based interventions and strategies to prevent healthcare-associated infections and improve use of 
antibiotics. CARRIAGE investigators will work directly with VA operations partners including the National 
Infectious Diseases Service and the National Center for Patient Safety to address the goals of their respective 
offices. The work led by the CINCCH team will specifically enhance the implementation of new national VA 
guidelines to detect and prevent the spread of carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae in VA hospitals. The 
CARRIAGE QUERI will also build an  implementation network to efficiently implement evidence-based strat-
egies in participating sites as well as a learning network to promote best practices through shared learning.  

Dr. Saul Weiner receives funding for IIR NEW PROJECTS  

Dr. Saul Weiner, Deputy Director of CINCCH, has received funding approval for a new IIR, “Evaluating Use 
of Patient-Collected Audio Recorded Encounters for Provider Audit Feedback to Reduce Contextual Errors,” 
with a planned start date of October 2016. The three year study builds on a decade of HSRD funded research 
on “contextual error” which Dr. Weiner describes as “getting the science right but the care plan wrong” be-
cause of inattention to the Veterans relevant life context. The project will examine the efficacy and optimal 
strategy for implementation and scaling of an ongoing VISN 12 funded quality improvement initiative in 
which Veterans audio record their care and the data is then fed back to PACT teams to improve care, a process 
referred to as Audit & Feedback. The project will expand beyond VISN 12 to include the VA Greater Los An-
geles Healthcare System and Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center.  

LIPs Funded for Investigators at CINCCH NEW PROJECTS  

Six new LIPs were approved by Central Office for CINCCH investigators. We are very excited about these 
new short term projects and are interested to see where they will fit into our center’s Patient-centered Chronic 
Care Model. 

The projects funded for 2016 are: 

1. 	 Informing the Development of a Profile of Patient Preferences for PTSD Treatment among Veteran Users of VA 
Health Care– Bella Etingen PI 

2. 	 Understanding Clinician Language Regarding Neurobehavioral Change of Persons in Disordered States of Con-
sciousness-  Theresa Pape PI 

3. 	 Current practices for music therapy  in VA– Sara Locatelli PI 
4. 	 Health Services Utilization among Homeless Veterans– Dustin French/Jason Raad Co PIs 
5. 	 Enhancing Sustainability  of Traditional MBSR with VA Mindfulness Coach Smartphone Application-  Karen Saban 

-PI 
6. 	 Evaluating VA and Non-VA Pharmacy  Use in Chicago-area Veterans– Katie Suda PI 
 
We look forward to the reports and publications generated from these short term  projects and will be reporting on them  
as they unfold. 



  

        

               

CINCCH Honors our Veterans  TEAM BUILDING
 

2016 CINCCH Bulletin Board honoring famous Veterans. 

The Center of Innovation for Complex Chronic Healthcare (CINCCH) of Research Service has a special way 

of honoring our Veterans. May is the month that the Center has designated to put up a display poster board in 

honor of our Veterans. The display stays up all summer. Last year, the board’s theme was an actual contest to 

match employees of the Center with Veteran relatives. This year, the theme of the display, “Did You Know 

They Served? Facts about famous peoples’ service to our country.”  There are some very interesting tidbits 

about these celebrities and their service. The display can be found in Building 1 outside Room B260 and will 

be up until Labor Day. 
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CINCCH Kudos Corner 
                 
 
    

Salva Balbale, Charlesnika Evans et al won 3rd place for best poster at the 

Twelfth Annual Lewis Landsberg Research Day  at North-

western University. 

 

Katie Suda, PharmD, had an article published in JAMA, “ 

Prevalence of inappropriate antibiotic prescriptions among US 

ambulatory care visits, 2010-2011.”  She celebrated with the 

center by  hosting a “JAMA” pizza party. Congratulations Katie! 

 

Congratulations to Dr. Bella Etingen for successfully  defending your        


dissertation this spring!  
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