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Dr. Saul Weiner Named UIC
Distinguished Researcher of the Year

The University of Illinois at
Chicago Office of the Vice
Chancellor for Research
(OVCR) presented the 2013
UIC Researcher of the Year
awards on February 27,

2014. These honors recognize
the efforts and commitment of
researchers who have demon-
strated outstanding research
achievements to advance the
knowledge in their field of exper-

tise. We are pleased to announce that Dr.
Saul Weiner and Dr. Alan Schwartz were
co-recipients of the Distinguished Re-
searcher of the Year Award in the Clinical
Sciences.

Drs. Weiner and Schwartz’s ground-
breaking research focuses on causes of
failures in physicians' ability to provide
patient-centered or contextualized care.
Through a VA grant, (IIR 04-107) they
developed a method for creating and vali-
dating standardized patient (SP) cases by
using standardized patients played by pro-
fessional actors. The results of this study

@ were published in the Annals of
Internal Medicine and revealed
that contextual errors were per-
vasive and they further charac-
terized the pattern of errors and
* costs of errors. This was the larg-
est study using covert observa-
tion of physicians by SPs, a
method receiving increasing at-
tention from policymakers as a
way to promote quality and pa-
tient safety. Using the same stand-
ardized patients portraying the same
cases in a medical school setting, their edu-
cational randomized controlled trial, pub-
lished in JAMA, demonstrated that senior
medical students could be taught to better
identify and incorporate patient context and
thus make fewer errors. A subsequent study
(EDU 08-430), using hidden recordings
made by real patients, showed that health
outcomes improved in 71% of patients
whose physicians contextualized care as
compared to 46% of those whose physicians
did not. Their work has been featured by
media including NPR's Science Friday pro-
gram and the Chicago Tribune.

Dr. Sara Locatelli Awarded Craig H. Neilsen
Fellowship to Study SCI/D

Sara M. Locatelli, PhD, was recently
awarded a fellowship from the Craig H.
Neilsen foundation to perform psychoso-
cial research in the spinal cord injuries and
disorders (SCI/D) population. As part of
this fellowship, Dr. Locatelli will develop
a measure of self-efficacy for function in
SCI/D, through literature reviews, focus
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groups with individuals with SCI/D and
family members/caregivers, and content
expert feedback. The final instrument will
be pilot-tested with individuals with SCI/D.
She will also receive additional training in
measurement development, specifically
item response theory and Rasch analysis,
through her fellowship. Dr. Sherri LaVela
will serve as Dr. Locatelli’s mentor.

Dr. Locatelli began working at our center in
2010 as a research assistant. In 2011, after
completing her PhD in Social Psychology
from Loyola University Chicago, she be-
came a Post-Doctoral Research Fellow at
CINCCH. Dr. Locatelli has also served as
adjunct faculty in the Clinical Psychology
PsyD program, Behavioral Medicine De-
partment at Midwestern University, and the
Psychology Department at Concordia Uni-
versity Chicago.



Dr. Katie Suda Named Alumni of the Year by University of Tennessee

On March 6, 2014, Dr. Katie Suda received the 2014 Alumni
Achievement Award from Drake University in Des Moines,
Iowa. Dr. Suda was nominated by a current member of the
pharmacy faculty. This award is presented to graduates of the
College of Pharmacy that have excelled in service to the col-
lege, distinction in their career and/or are recognized for com-
munity contributions. Dr. Suda received the Doctor of Phar-
macy degree from the College of Pharmacy and Health Sci-
ences.

Dr. Suda received her Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Drake
University and a Master’s in epidemiology at the University of
Tennessee. Her post-doctoral training includes a pharmacy
practice residency at Baptist Memorial Medical Center and an
infectious diseases and outcomes research fellowship at the
University of Illinois at Chicago. After ten years in academia
at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center, Dr. Su-
da recently moved to a new role as a Research Health Scientist
with the Center of Innovation for Complex Chronic Healthcare
at the Department of Veterans Affairs.

In addition to her past experience as
an administrator of drug use policy
and a center director, Dr. Suda has
also held professional leadership
roles and has experience as a pharma-
cist practicing inter-professionally in
hospital and community pharmacy.
As a pharmacist with additional train-
ing in health outcomes and epidemi-
ology, her research interest is in phar-
macoepidemiology and how medica-
tions affect public health. Dr. Suda
has received funding from federal
and non-federal sources, has written
more than fifty articles in the profes-
sional literature, and has presented
more than seventy papers/speeches locally, nationally and inter-
nationally. Honors include awards for her teaching and research.

Dr. Katie Suda

LIPs Conference Held on February 25, 2014

On February 25, 2014 CINCCH held its
annual Locally Initiated Projects (LIP)s
Conference. All LIPs, and QUERI Local-
ly Initiated Projects (QLP)s final reports
funded last year were presented to the
center totaling 11 projects in all. The top-
| ics were varied and many have plans to
submit larger studies in the future.

Andrea Birnbaum, MD, PhD (PI),
= Dustin French, PhD (Co-I)
- Gender and Racial Variability in Manage-
ment of Veterans with Sarcoidosis

Lisa Burkhart, PhD (PI)
Nursing Sensitive Indicators in the EHR:
An Opportunity for Research

Dr. Neil Jordan
Neil Jordan, PhD (PI), Patricia Sinnott,

PhD (Co-PI), Dustin French, PhD (Co-
I), Bridget Smith, PhD (Co-I) , Kevin

Stroupe, PhD (Co-I)
Budget Impact Analysis Methods Development for QUERI
Projects

Carol Kostovich, PhD (PI), Karen Saban, PhD (Co-

I), Frances Weaver, PhD (Co-I)

The Development of a Veteran-centered Measurement Assess-
ment Program (V-Map)

Sherri LaVela, PhD (PI), Sara Locatelli, PhD (Co-I)
Patient Centered-care for Persons with Spinal Cord Injuries and
Disorders

Sherri LaVela, PhD (PI), Bella Etingen, MA (Co-PI)
Evaluating the Impact of Integrative Mental Health in Veterans
with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder

Elly Budiman-Mak, MD (PI), Min-Woong Sohn, PhD (Co-
PI)

Stability and Outcomes of BP Variability for Veteran Diabetic
Patients

Elizabeth Tarlov, PhD (PI), Kevin Stroupe, PhD (Co-I),
Dustin French, PhD (Co-I)

Establishing the Feasibility and Research Utility of a Linked
Community-VA Database

Bridget Smith, PhD (PI), Rachael Martinez, PhD (Co-I),
Kevin Stroupe, PhD (Co-I)

Methods to Enhance Use of Data for SCI Virtual Health Imple-
mentation Efforts

Frances Weaver, PhD (PI), Bridget Smith, PhD (Co-I),
Rachael Martinez, PhD (Co-I)

Characterizing Veteran Participation in the National Disabled
Veterans Winter Sports Clinic

Sherri LaVela, PhD (PI), Sara Locatelli, PhD (Co-PI)
Documentation of Weight Management Practices
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CINCCH Steering Committee to Meet

The first meeting of the CINCCH Steering Committee was Director of the Center for Healthcare Organization and Imple-
held by teleconference on November 12, 2013. The two hour mentation Research (CHOIR) Bedford, MA and Boston, MA
phone call was designed to introduce the committee to and has worked with CINCCH investigators on projects in the
CINCCH’s aims and to our plans to work together with clini- past. We also say farewell and thank you to Dr. Hayden Bos-
cal and operations partners. worth, Associate Director, Center for Health Services Re-

search in Primary Care who has stepped down from the com-
As we prepare for our face to face meeting in April, we have mittee. In his place we welcome Dr. Kelli Allen, Associate
had some changes to the committee. We are very pleased Director, from the Durham center. We have planned a full
that Dr. Martin Charns has agreed to serve as our CINCCH agenda with the group and look forward to a very productive
Steering Committee Chairperson. Dr. Charns is the Co- meeting.

Newly Funded RRPs

Dr. Sherri L. LaVela has a newly funded study, Dr. Marylou Guihan also has a new study, RRP 14-188
RRP 13-248, “ Functional needs assessment in persons funded. The title of the project is, “Implementing a check-
with spinal cord injuries and disorders” to look at func- list to improve skin health in outpatients with SCI.” Per-
tional challenges that are most important to Veterans with sons with spinal cord injury (SCI) are at high risk for pres-
spinal cord injuries and disorders (SCI/D), mediating fac- sure ulcers (PrUs) throughout their lifetimes. Almost all
tors that may affect function, and how these variables and PrUs in SCI are hospital-acquired, therefore providers in
relationships impact participation, life satisfaction, and outpatient (OP) settings must address skin health and PrU
quality of life in this population. This project is comprised prevention. The purpose of this study is to pilot test use of
of a comprehensive needs assessment, that will be con- a Skin Health Reminder Checklist (SHRC) in the OP set-
ducted via a large national survey and a participatory data ting at 2 VA SCI centers. Working with SCI providers, she
collection method called Photovoice. The data from this will examine barriers and facilitators to implementing the
study will inform the next steps to improve function in SHRC in OP clinics and describe PrU risk factors identi-
this cohort; this entails the development of a meaningful fied and action taken by providers, and share this infor-
lifestyle intervention aimed to address function in ways mation with all SCI centers. SHRC use will increase skin
that matter most to Veterans with SCI/D. health assessment/PrU prevention for Veterans with SCI.

Institute for Veterans and Military Families Highlights CINCCH Work

The work of Drs. LaVela, Pape, and Ms. Etingen caregivers provided activities of daily living (ADL) help (33%)
was recently highlighted by the Institute for Veterans and than non-Veteran caregivers (21%; p = .02). There were no dif-
Military Families (IVMF) at Syracuse University. The ferences in years as a caregiver, hours of care provided, or the
IVMF develops education and employment-focused pro- relationship to the recipient. Poor sleep and poor mental health
grams to address the primary economic and public policy were experienced ]?Y more women Veteran caregivers (YS~ non-
concerns of our nation's servicemen and women, and their Yeteran), but phygmal heglth, general health, and chrgmc condi-
families. IVMF disseminates key research findings to policy tion prevalence did not differ. Women Veteran caregivers had
makers, practitioners and the Veteran community; the twofold greater odds of being Black, never married, college edu-
LaVela et al. article “Caregiving Experiences and Health cated, and providing ADL assistance. Odds of obesity were low-
Conditions of Women Veteran and Non-Veteran Caregiv- er for women Veteran caregivers relative to other women care-
ers” was featured in a recent 2014 [VMF Research Brief. givers. Women Veteran caregivers had concerns that may be

The article examined caregiving factors and health exacerbated by being a Veteran and assuming a caregiver role.
concerns in women Veteran caregivers compared to non- Comprehensive services to support their needs as Veteran pa-
Veteran women (civilian) caregivers, and identified varia- tients gnd as caregivers are needed. The full article may be
bles associated with being a woman Veteran caregiver. found in Women's Health Issues. 23(4); 2013: ¢225-¢232.

Findings showed that of women caregivers, more Veteran
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Chung JW, Sohn MW, Merkow RP, Oh EH, Minami C, Black BS, Bilimoria KY. Development of a compo-

site measure of state-level malpractice environment. Health Serv Res. 2014 Apr;49(2):751-66. PMID:

24117397.

CENTER OF INNOVATION FOR
COMPLEX CHRONIC HEALTHCARE

Evans CT, Hill JN, Guihan M, Chin A, Goldstein B, Richardson MS, Anderson V, Risa K, Kellie S, Camer-

on KA. Implementing a patient education intervention about Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR

prevention and effect on knowledge and behavior in veterans with spinal cord injuries and disorders: A pilot

randomized controlled trial. Spinal Cord Med. 2014 Mar;37(2):152-61. PMID: 24090538

Frances M. Weaver, PhD

Finch NA, Guarascio AJ, Suda KJ. Guillain-Barré Syndrome in an Elderly Male Following Influenza Vac-

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
Saul J. Weiner, MD

cination. J Am Pharm Assoc (2003). 2014 Mar 1;54(2):188-92. PMID: 24531983

Jordan N, Sohn MW, Bartle B, Valenstein M, Lee Y, Lee TA. Association Between Chronic Illness Com-

plexity and Receipt of Evidence-based Depression Care. Med Care. 2014 Mar;52 Suppl 3:S126-31. PMID:

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 24561751.

Carol Durczak

Kostovich CT, Clementi PS. Nursing presence: putting the art of nursing back into hospital orientation. J

Nurses Prof Dev. 2014 Mar-Apr;30(2):70-5. PMID: 24658038

DESIGN/LAYOUT

Schumock GT, Li EC, Suda KJ, Matusiak LM, Hunkler RJ, Vermeulen LC, Hoffman JM. National trends in

Madeline Thornton

prescription drug expenditures and projections for 2014. Am J Health Syst Pharm. 2014 Mar 1;71(6):482-99.

CINCCH Publications October, 2013-February 2014

Anger JT, Mueller ER, Tarnay C, Smith B, Stroupe K, Rosenman A, Brubaker L, Bresee
C, Kenton K. Robotic compared with laparoscopic sacrocolpopexy: a randomized con-
trolled trial. Obstet Gynecol. 2014 Jan;123(1):5-12. PMID: 24463657.

Bilimoria KY, Chung J, Ju MH, Haut ER, Bentrem DJ, Ko CY, Baker DW. Evaluation of
surveillance bias and the validity of the venous thromboembolism quality measure. JAMA.
2013 Oct 9;310(14):1482-9. doi: 10.1001/jama.2013.280048. PMID: 24100354.

Carbone L, Chin AS, Lee TA, Burns SP, Svircev JN, Hoenig H, Akhigbe T, Thomas F,
Bailey L, Weaver F. The association of anticonvulsant use with fractures in spinal
cord injury. Am J Phys Med Rehabil. 2013 Dec;92(12):1037-50. PMID: 24252933.

Carbone LD, Chin AS, Burns SP, Svircev JN, Hoenig H, Heggeness M, Bailey L, Weaver
F. Mortality after lower extremity fractures in men with spinal cord injury. J Bone Miner
Res. 2014 Feb;29(2):432-9. PMID: 23873733.

Ganesh S, Guernon A, Chalcraft L, Harton B, Smith B, Louise-Bender Pape T. Medical
comorbidities in disorders of consciousness patients and their association with functional
outcomes. Archives of physical medicine and rehabilitation. 2013 Oct 1; 94(10):1899-
1907.e3. PMID 23735521.

Gerber BS, Schiffer L, Brown AA, Berbaum ML, Rimmer JH, Braunschweig CL, Fitzgib-
bon ML. Video telehealth for weight maintenance of African-American women. J Telemed
Telecare. 2013;19(5):266-72. PMID: 24163236.

LaVela SL, Gering J, Schectman G, Locatelli SM, Weaver FM, Davies M. Improving the
quality of telephone-delivered health care: a national quality improvement transformation
initiative. Family Practice. 2013 Oct 1; 30(5):533-40. PMID 23689516.

Locatelli SM, LaVela SL, Hogan TP, Goldstein B. Influenza infection control guidance
provided to staff at Veterans Affairs facilities for veterans with spinal cord injury during a
pandemic(f). J Spinal Cord Med. 2013 Nov;36(6):666-71. PMID: 24090346.

Merkow RP, Bentrem DJ, Cohen ME, Paruch JL, Weber SM, Ko CY, Bilimoria KY.
Effect of cancer surgery complexity on short-term outcomes, risk predictions, and hospital
comparisons. J Am Coll Surg. 2013 Oct;217(4):685-93. PMID: 23830986.

Merkow RP, Bentrem DJ, Mulcahy MF, Chung JW, Abbott DE, Kmiecik TE, Stewart AK,
Winchester DP, Ko CY, Bilimoria KY. Effect of Postoperative Complications on Adjuvant
Chemotherapy Use for Stage III Colon Cancer. Ann Surg. 2013 Dec;258(6):847-53. PMID:
24169157.

Napier TC, Herrold AA, de Wit H. Using conditioned place preference to identify relapse
prevention medications. Neurosci Biobehav Rev. 2013 Nov;37(9 Pt A):2081-6. PMID:
23680702.

Pape TL, High WM Ir, St Andre J, Evans C, Smith B, Shandera-Ochsner AL, Wingo J,
Moallem I, Baldassarre M, Babcock-Parziale J. Diagnostic accuracy studies in mild trau-
matic brain injury: a systematic review and descriptive analysis of published evidence. PM
R. 2013 Oct;5(10):856-81. PMID: 24160300.

Ramanathan S, Johnson S, Burns SP, Kralovic SM, Goldstein B, Smith B, Gerding DN,
Evans CT. Recurrence of Clostridium difficile infection among veterans with spinal cord
injury and disorder. Am J Infect Control. 2014 Feb;42(2):168-73. PMID: 24485372.

Ricardo AC, Yang W, Lora CM, Gordon EJ, Diamantidis CJ, Ford V, Kusek JW, Lopez A,
Lustigova E, Nessel L, Rosas SE, Steigerwalt S, Theurer J, Zhang X, Fischer MJ, Lash JP.
Limited health literacy is associated with low glomerular filtration in the Chronic Renal
Insufficiency Cohort (CRIC) study. Clin Nephrol. 2014 Jan;81(1):30-7. PMID: 24219913.

Rimmer JH, Wang E, Pellegrini CA, Lullo C, Gerber BS. Telehealth weight management
intervention for adults with physical disabilities: a randomized controlled trial. Am J Phys
Med Rehabil. 2013 Dec;92(12):1084-94.PMID: 24257266.

Sherman K, Gordon E, Mahvi D, Chung J, Bentrem DJ, Merkow RP, Holl J, Bilimoria
K. Surgeon’s perception of public reporting of hospital and individual surgeon quality. Med
Care. 2013 Dec;51(12):1069-75. PMID: 24226305.

Sherry D, Knight BP, Casey C, Larson J, Hacker ED, Quinn LT, Wang E, Collins EG. A
pilot study evaluating daily physical activity before and after cardiac resynchronization
therapy. Biol Res Nurs. 2014 Jan;16(1):31-7. PMID: 23539670.

Smith SS, Evans CT, Tan BK, Chandra RK, Smith SB, Kern RC. National burden of antibi-
otic use for adult rhinosinusitis. J Allergy Clin Immunol. 2013 Nov;132(5):1230-2. PMID:
23987794.

Sohn MW, Meadows JL, Oh EH, Budiman-Mak E, Lee TA, Stone NJ, Pearce WB. Statin
use and lower extremity amputation risk in nonelderly diabetic patients. J Vasc Surg. 2013
Dec;58(6):1578-1585. PMID:23532803.

Stroupe KT, Smith BM, Hogan TP, St Andre JR. Healthcare utilization and costs of
Veterans screened and assessed for traumatic brain injury. J Rehabil Res Dev. 2013
Dec;50(8):1047-68. PMID: 24458891.

Syed ST, Gerber BS, Sharp LK. Traveling towards disease: transportation barriers to health
care access. J Community Health. 2013 Oct;38(5):976-93. PMID 23543372.

Weichle T, Hynes DM, Durazo-Arvizu R, Tarlov E, Zhang Q. Impact of alternative ap-
proaches to assess outlying and influential observations on health care costs. Springerplus.
2013 Nov 18;2:614. PMID: 24303338.

Weiner SJ, Kelly B, Ashley N, Binns-Calvey A, Sharma G, Schwartz A, Weaver FM.
Content coding for contextualization of care: evaluating physician performance at patient-
centered decision making. Med Decis Making. 2014 Jan;34(1):97-106. PMID: 23784847.

Weintraub D, Duda JE, Carlson K, Luo P, Sagher O, Stern M, Follett KA, Reda D, Weaver
FM, CSP 468 Study Group. Suicide ideation and behaviours after STN and GPi DBS sur-
gery for Parkinson's disease: results from a randomised, controlled trial. Journal of Neurolo-
gy, Neurosurgery, and Psychiatry. 2013 Oct 1; 84(10):1113-8. PMID:23667214.
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